
Christmas Around The World! 

Germany: The Christmas Market 

In Germany, the festive season is marked by charming Christmas markets, where 

families gather to enjoy mulled wine and delicious treats like gingerbread 

cookies. These markets create a warm and joyful atmosphere during the cold 

winter months. Unlike in the UK, where Christmas markets are often held in 

town squares, German markets can be found in many small towns and are 

steeped in local traditions. 

Mexico: Las Posadas 

In Mexico, the Christmas celebration starts on December 16th with Las Posadas, 

a nine-day event that re-enacts Mary and Joseph’s search for shelter. Families 

participate in processions, singing carols, and breaking piñatas. This tradition is 

different from the UK, where celebrations are usually more centered around 

Christmas Day itself rather than ongoing festivities leading up to it. 

Australia: Barbecue Christmas 

In Australia, Christmas falls during summer, so families often celebrate with 

barbecues on the beach. This starkly contrasts with the traditional UK Christmas, 

where most people enjoy hearty hot meals indoors by the fireplace. The festive 

spirit in Australia is lively and outdoor-focused, while in the UK, it tends to be 

more cosy and intimate. 

Ethiopia: Genna 

In Ethiopia, Christmas is celebrated on January 7th with a special celebration 

called Genna, which includes a church service followed by a feast. Unlike in the 

UK, where Christmas Day is celebrated on December 25th with a grand meal, 

Genna focuses on spiritual observance and community. 

Japan: KFC Tradition 

In Japan, Christmas is not a public holiday, but many people enjoy eating KFC as 

a festive meal. This unusual tradition highlights the novelty of Christmas in 

Japan, which is quite different from the UK, where traditional meals are more 

likely to feature turkey or goose. 

 


